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Esther
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Esther is one of two books in the bible which is named after a women. It reflects the
life of diaspora Jews under threat. As an alien living in the Persian winter capital,
Susa, Esther becomes the Queen. Mordecai highlights to her the ascent to the
throne is God' provision for the salvation of her people. There is a reversal of fortune
for individuals and communities as the story unfolds.
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Day 1 Read Esther 1.

How wide is the rule of King Xerxes¢ Who are the King's 7 days banquets for
after his 180 days celebration with the nobilitye What does the King wish to
show from these two banquets?

What is Queen Vashti’'s punishment as suggested by the King's noblese Why
does the King agree with them?
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Day 2 Read Esther 2.

Who is Hadassah?e Why has she been taken into the palace?

Why is Esther populare Why does she hide her family background?
What has Mordecai reported?

Who is at work af the removal and the installation of the Queen?
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Day 3 Read Esther 3.

Why does Mordecai disobey the King's command by not kneeling down
before Haman?

What drives Haman to seek his vendetta and how does he try fo achieve it?2
What is the King's edict about?




How do | deal with the dislike of others if it may drive me to seek revenge?
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Day 4

Read Esther 4.

What does Mordecai request Queen Esther to do?

What are the reasons which Mordecai gives to Queen Esther to persuade here
What would be my basis when giving advice to my childrene

What has Queen Esther requested Mordecai and her people to do and Why?
Have | been used by God for an opportunity like Queen Esther?
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Day 5

Read Esther 5.

What has Queen Esther overcome by coming to see the King?e (1:10-12, 4:9-11)
How has Queen Esther outwitted Haman with her plang

Why has Haoman followed the advice of his wife and friends?2
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Day 6

Read Esther 6.

What does the King find out which seems to be a coincidence that nighte
What drives Haman to fall into the frap which God is at work behind the
scene?

What does Haman need to do for Mordecai and how does Haoman feel about
ite

Do | believe God is in control of world history and politics as suggested here?
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Day 7

Read Esther 7.

How does Queen Esther plead to the King?

What is Haoman's last downfallg

How does the King's fury making the reversal of fortunate for Haman?




Rl i AT R 2R L F

T Ja LA andar ) FARsR 2

WA B i R e B R IR R A1 EE 2

o8] = () 2R AT s A 2 1) iy o i 2

Day 8

Read Esther 8.

How does Queen Esther use Persian Law to save her own people? (8:8)

What is this new edict about which will take place on that day as the previous
edicte

How | do use my worldly knowledge for a godly gain?
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Day 9

Read Esther 9 & 10

How many enemies of Jews are killed in Susa and in other provinces? What
does this tell us about the state of the Jews before?

How do Jews celebrate and remember these turn of events?

What has Mordecai achieved and how?

How we celebrate as God delivers us from our troubles and perils?

Think of a case when God is at work in the life of myself, my family, my bible
study group or my church. Praise God for it.
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Ezra
LIrhise

The founder of the Persian Empire, King Cyrus adopts a different political policy by
allowing exiles to return home and to rebuild. That is the provision of God for his
people to return.
The temple of Jerusalem is rebuilt after opposition and the religious life of the exiles
is reignited by Ezra. This depicts the life of exile in Jerusalem which is in contrast with
Esther, the life of Jews living as aliens in the Persian Empire. Regardless the locations,
God is in control of the political affairs in order to save and to preserve his people.
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Day 10 Read Ezra 1.

Whose hearts have been moved by God?

How do King Cyrus, the Jews and their neighbors responded to ite

In what areas have | observed God moving in the heart of non-believers?
How has God moved me or my family in the paste
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Day 11 Read Ezra 2.

How do the exiles vary in township and status?2 How many people in total?
Why are some people not allowed to eat the sacred food?¢ This highlights the
importance of genealogy.
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Day 12 Read Ezra 3.

What do the Jews do regularly once the altaris built? Is that a popular
decision?

Is our worship of God popular with the people around us?

When the foundation of the temple is laid, what are the reactions and why?
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Day 13 Read Ezra 4.

Why do Jews refuse others’ help to build the temple?

What do the people who are in opposition write to King Xerxes(who is actually

after King Darius) in order to delay the rebuilding? How are they being smart in
their accusations?

What tactics have we observed from the enemy to delay or stop our service to
God today?
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Day 14 Read Ezra 5.
How does God encourage his people?




King Darius is after King Cyrus. What do the Jews include in the explanation to
King Darius?e
How has God encouraged me or my familye
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Day 15 Read Ezra 6.
How does King Darius’s edict enable the rebuilding of the temple?
What is the purpose of the Jews' celebration after the rebuilding of the
temple? What is the link with their ancestorse
How do we seek God in our modern day life?
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Day 16 Read Ezra 7.
Ezra comes back to Jerusalem after the rebuilding of the temple.
Why is Ezra’s background important for what God has called him to do latere
Is Ezra up for the task (7:27-28)2
What has King Artaxerxes appointed Ezra to do¢ Why are Ezra’s duties so
important after the rebuilding of the temple?
How does Ezra's example remind us on preparing or following what God has
called us to do?
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Day 17 Read Ezra 8.
What does Ezra look for and do before returning to Jerusaleme Why?2
What kind of qualities/qifts does Ezra have as a spiritual leader from Ezra 82
Pray for your own and another person to have a certain quality/gift as a
spiritual leader for your family.
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Day 18 Read Ezra 9:1-2.

What is the confession of the exiles to Ezra?e Are the leaders good examples for
the exiles?2

Why is it so severe? (Deuteronomy 7:1-6)

From the ministry of Ezra in the later time, how is the confession of the people




possible (Nehemiah 8:1-3, 9-12)¢
What is my response when reading the word leads to confession and
understanding of God’s word?
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Day 19

Read Ezra 9.

How does Ezra confess to God for the sins of his people? Why does he see the
unfaithfulness of the exiles as very severe?

Confess to God the sins of others, on behalf your family, church and nation.
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Day 20

Read Ezra 10.

What has the confession of Ezra led to?

How serious are the repentant actions for the exiles¢ Would you agree with
their repentance actions?

Repentance is a sign of genuine confession. Confess to God one of your sins
and think of an action to show your repentance.
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Next month:
1 Peter




