Bible Reading Guide
October2016 - Judges

Relevance to Christians today.

There are only a few references to the book of Judges in the New Testament:

1. There is a passing reference to the period of the Judges as a whole in Acts 13:20. The apostle Paul
made a speech in Antioch referring to the period of the Judges as God’s gift to His people until God
gave them Samuel; and

2. In Hebrews 11:32, Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jepthah are named as heroes of faith.

In addition there are only veiled, not obvious connections to the New Testament. For example when Mary

was greeted by the angel in Luke 1:42 (“Blessed are you among women”) there is a suggestion that her

blessedness has some connection with Jael (“most blessed of women be Jael“ Judges 5:24). There also
appears to be links with Samson in Judges 13:4-5 “for behold you shall conceive and bear a son” with the
birth announcements of John the Baptist (Lk 1:15 ) and Jesus (Matthew 2:23). These few references
however point to a much deeper continuity between Judges and the New Testament.

The coming of Christ, announced by John the Baptist, was the gathering together of all God’s acts of
judgment and grace in the Old Testament period, including the period of the judges. (Luke 1:54 -55). He
has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of his mercy “God’s mercy in sending the Judges to save His
people would have a final act in the coming of Jesus ,the ultimate judge and savior.”
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Day 1 Read Judges 1:1-36,2: 1 -5
1. What did the Israelites inquire of the Lord?
2. What success (vs 1 — 17) and failure (vs 18 — 21) did the Southern tribes have in driving out
the inhabitants in the Promised Land?
3.  What success and failures did the northern tribes have in their endeavors (v 22 — 35).
4. What was the reason for their failures given that God had promised them success (Judges
2:1- 5, Joshua 23: 1-5)?
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Day 2 | Read Judges 2:6 -19
1. What indications are there that Israel slid into apostasy and what was God’s response (vs
6 — 15)?
2. What did God do in His mercy and love for Israel (vs 16 — 19)?
3. How would you sum up the overview of the period of the judges (vs 16 —19)?
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Day 3 | Read Judges 2:20 - 3:6
1. As we are now taken to the end of the Judges period in this overview, what did the Lord
decide to do in response to Israel's hardness of heart towards His covenant?
2.  How does Judges 3:4-5 summarize the social and spiritual state of Israel during the period of
the Judges?
3. How does the new covenant which we have in Christ address the condemnation of the old (2
Cor 3:7 - 18)?
Pray giving thanks to God that there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.
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Day 4 | Read Judges 3:7 - 31 -the careers of the Judges .

1. How was Othniel, the first judge, an ideal one (Judges 1:11 — 15, 3:7 — 11)?

2. How was Ehud different from Othniel in technique (!) and how did God use him (Judges
3:15-25)?

3. How was Shamgar, who had the pagan name “Son of Anath“ (Anath the Canaanite goddess
of war and the sister of Baal!) used by the Lord?

Pray, giving thanks to God that He uses extraordinary means to save his unfaithful people, even

not sparing his own Son!
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Day 5

Read Judges 4:1 - 24
Shamgar’s victory had brought temporary relief but no change to Israel’s spiritual condition. This
resulted in God’s renewed judgment. This time under the hands of Jabin and Sisera. The scene
of the battles were to the north, centred around the most powerful Canaanite city of the 13"
century BC Hazor, 25 kms NW of the Sea of Galilee close to what is today the Israel Lebanon
border. Jabin was the title for the king of Hazor.
1. Which three principle characters were used by the Lord to defeat the army and the general
of Jabin?
2. What indications are there that it was the Lord’s hand which achieved victory (Judges 4:14-
15)?
3. Hc))w did the two women show courage, leadership and humility in the use of their gifts in
serving God and encouragement of Barak ? vs 4 — 10 vs 17 — 24
+4: 1—24
Bk 1) s ) 25 DA € 5 PR BRI A 20 1 RTINS PR MG AT AR BT 1) 8 IR UL, R A AR T R A
BUCRFEZIE AR T BB ME B, SR IRIREIL 25 AR, #E45 RS
ANER A A A, AT 13 AL 3T Hh Bes oK . HRE R B I E 44 9%
1. FAEA 78 = A0 = 22 AP Ae s 1 HR 2 ks A ?
2. EEWUEREMKTERGHA? (4. 14—15)
3. EHMRME L NERRLLBA. SEMEE . SRR R R R 2 (40 10, 17—24)

Day 6

Read Judges 5:1 - 31

The victory song is one of the most ancient pieces of poetry in the Old Testament. A version of it

was sung on the day of the battle. Songs like this were sung later in public worship and reminded

people of later generations of the faithfulness of God and the great things He had done for Israel,

His covenant people.

1. What are the themes covered in verses 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, 9-13, 14-18, 19-23, 24-27, 28 — 307?

2. What verses in this song point to the Lord Himself as the true champion (vs 3-5, 20 — 23)?

3. Cursing of the enemy has been a common practice since the days of Moses (Numbers
10:35, Ps 68:1-3). Why is it not appropriate today (Romans 12:17 -21,Matt 5:43 -48, 2
Thess 1:5-9)?

Pray giving thanks to God for the victory of Christ and that He will be the righteous judge.
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Day 7

Read Judges 6:1 - 24
Barak'’s victory over the Canaanite chariot forces had opened the fertile Jezreel Valley to Israelite
settlement. A different kind of enemy now appeared in the same area and so a new struggle
arrives .The Midianites were desert dwellers from northwest Arabia related to the Israelites
through Abraham (Gen 25:1 - 5).
1. What sad pattern is outlined for us here with regards to Israel’s attitude to the Lord (vs 1 -6)?
2. The Lord did not send a deliverer immediate. What did the Lord do (6:7- 10 )?
3. How was Gideon’s commissioning similar to that of Moses (6:11 — 24, Exodus 3)?
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Day 8

Read Judges 6:25 - 40

Gideon’s call brings him into confrontation with his family and clan who had become Baal

worshippers, something which the Lord cannot tolerate .(Ex 20:3)

1. What did Gideon do and what deliverance did God provide for him (6:25 — 32)?

2. What kind of teamwork in the Spirit did Gideon expect and called for (6:33 — 35)?

3. It was common practice in the world of Gideon’s time to seek a last minute confirmation of
Divine support before going into battle (1 Kings 22:6 -28). What was Gideon’s request of
confirmation and was it out of unbelief (6:36 — 40)?

4. What does God grant us despite our weak faith (Hebrews 4:14 — 16)?
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Day 9

Read Judges 7:1 - 25 Gideon reduces fighting men to thirty.
1. What were the reasons for reducing the number of fighting men (7:1 — 8)?
2. Why do you think God instructed the least prepared men ,those who lapped like dogs and
therefore the least vigilant to be selected for war (2 Cor 11: 30,12:9)?
3. What occasions in your life has the Lord used you to do His work and humbled you when
you were least prepared?
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Day 10 | Read Judges 8: 1- 35 The Ephraimites challenge Gideon.
Ephraim and Manasseh were the two leading tribes of the central section of Israel. The
Ephraimites were most likely upset that Gideon (who was from Manasseh) did not call them up
for battle initially (6:34 — 35). However Gideon had not yet completed the war with Midian and
unity was crucial. The Ephraimites had served very well despite their late call up. When Gideon
pointed this out to them their anger was turned aside.
1. How does Gideon’s answer to the Ephraimites illustrate Proverbs 15:1 here in Judges 8:1-
3?
2. How does Gideon’s gentle answer compare with Jephthah’s, given to the same group in
Judges 12:1 — 67
3. What did the Israelites do to honour Gideon (8:22 — 27)?
4. Even though Gideon was a successful judge, what discrepancy was there in his life in
leaving Israel in idolatry and violence (8: 28 — 35)7?
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Day 11 | Read Judges 9: 1 — 57 Gideon’s son, Abimelech’s experiment with Kingship
1. How would you describe Abimelech’s rise to power (9:1 — 6)?
2. How did Jotham, the only son of Gideon to survive the massacre, confront the citizens of
Shechem (9:7 — 21)?
3. How did God cause the evil that Abimelech and the men of Shechem perpetrated to rebound
upon themselves (9:22-57)7?
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Day 12 | Read Judges 10 :1- 16 Tola and Jair

There is no mention of an external threat during the time of Tola and Jair. Tola is said to have
saved Israel. However this most likely means that in the context of Abimelech’s disastrous rule,
Tola provided some kind of stability. Likewise, the description of Jair’s thirty sons in vs 4 suggests
a peaceful time in recognition of the Judges role. There appears to be an unpreparedness of the
people of Gilead for the next wave of attack .
1. What does chapter 10:6 -16 tell us about the spiritual state of Israel and the consequences
of it?
2.  What desperate circumstances caused the people of Israel to call upon the Lord (Judges
10:6:-16)?
3. Describe the confrontation between Israel and the Lord in Judges 10:10 — 16.
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Day 13 | Read Judges 10:17 —11:28 The people of Gilead appeal to Jephthah
This section opens with the Ammonites about to launch a fresh attack on Israel without a leader.
1. Why was Jephthah wary of the request of Gilead for him to lead their battles (Judges 11:7)?
2. How does Jephthah use diplomacy in addressing the dispute with the Ammonites (Judges
11:12 - 28)?
3.  What happened when diplomacy failed (Judges 11: 32 — 33)
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Day 14 | Read Judges 11: 29 — 12:1- 15 Jephthah ‘s vow
The way to the victory under leadership of Jephthah was marked by a vow made to the Lord in vs
30, 31 should Israel be victorious.
1. What was this tragic vow (11:30 - 31)?
2. What was the consequence when Jephthah returned home in triumph?
3. How was this sacrifice different and unnecessary compared to Abraham’s willingness to
sacrifice his son in Gen 22?
4. How should we put our earnest requests to God (James 5:12 — 14)?
5. What is mentioned about Ibzan, Elonand and Abdon to suggest that there is a hint of making
a judge into a king in anticipation of 1 Samuel (12:8 — 15)?
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Day 15 | Read Judges 13:1 - 14:20 Samson the last of the Judges.

1. How was Samson’s miraculous birth related to us (Judges 13:1 — 25)?

2. Chapter 14 is full of secrets. What are some of these secrets (vs 4 - the Lord’s secret, vs 6
about the lion, vs9 the source of the honey, vs 14 the secret of the riddle)?

3. How do you think these puzzling secrets point to God’s activity?

4. How did Samson indulge himself in complete disregard of his calling as a Nazarite (vs 8 cf
Num 6:6, wine at the feast (vs 10 cf Num 6:3) mixed with the Philistines instead of trying to
save Israel from them (vs 1 — 3 cf 13:5) and yet his action was a fulfillment of God’s will vs
4?

Pray and give thanks to God that He works things for good for His people even when they were

not aware of it and despite the sinfulness of His leaders. Only in Jesus do we see one who is

perfect able to work the good in sacrifice, for His people.
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Day 16

Read Judges 15:1 - 20 The Growing conflict with the Philistines
Samson’s marriage appears to have been according to Philistine custom, in which the bride
remained in her own family of origin and was visited there by her husband.
1. What action did Samson take when His father in law gave his wife away to another man (vs
1-20)?
2. What was Samson’s acknowledgement of God and what does it tell us about his work as a
judge over the years (15:18 — 19)
3. How does this section anticipate the climax of His life and ministry found in Judges 16:28 —
307?
=+ 15: 1—20 BRI LERFK
ST R LA S LS, BT TEERCK, mRERE.
1. EZHRMERCETH T B —MBN, MEEH? (1—-20)
2. ZHREMEMEMN? EBERMBE L2 ERN T, SO A EE? (15: 18—19)
3. AREUNEHEE T SRAE 16: 28—30 LRI g ?

Day 17

Read Judges 16: 1- 31 Samson and Delilah
This passage begins with Samson going to Gaza of his own choice (vs 1) and ends with him
being taken there as a prisoner (vs 21). The circumstances recorded here focus on his
relationship with two women: a nameless prostitute (vs 1 -3) and Delilah (vs 4-22). The first
incident showed Samson’s incredible strength and the second points to the source of his might.
Although Samson did not seem to act with any set purpose both actions ended with defeat for the
Philistines! The Lord was still using him to achieve His purpose.
He finally told Delilah his secret (vs 17) “told her everything “. He was not ignorant of his calling.
Even though it was his hair he knew he had a special relationship with God and could call upon
Him regardless of circumstance. The evidence showed that he never came to terms with his
“separateness “which was the meaning of his role as Nazarite. He seems to have secretly
desired to be like other men, enjoying a normal life without having to “overcook* his relationships.
It may be that he gave up his secret, inviting Delilah to release him from being a Nazarite to an
ordinary man. He may have wanted to be an ordinary man but The Lord would not allow him.
1. Inreading this section we are told that he loved a woman Delilah (vs 4). How would you

assess this kind of love Samson had for Delilah and her relationship with him?
2. Do you have any admiration for Samson in handling his impossible role?
3. How was the death of Samson a triumph in the showdown of the living God with Dagon?
4. Despite his failings, how did the death of Samson as a forerunner of Jesus, whose death on

the cross, point to the final defeat of Satan (Hebrews 2:14 — 15)?
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Day 18 | Read Judges 17: 1 - 18:31 Religious chaos; Micah and his shrine.

This is the first of two accounts which make up the closing of this book and acts as an epilogue, a

comment, on the state of Israel at the end of the Judges period. They both record the scene in

the life of a Levite pointing to the moral decay and religious laxity which threatened to destroy

Israel from within during the period of the Judges. Even those who are meant to be upright, “the

Levites were part of the general decline“. When Israel had no king, everyone did as he saw fit,

what was “right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6, 18:1a, 19:1a and 21:25).

1. What does this chapter tell us about the false confidence that people have that they can
manipulate God with religious objects and adopting a worship according to their own ideas
(17:1-13)?

2. How did the self-appointed priest of Micah betray him (18:3 — 6, 22 — 26)?

3. How did this idolatrous shrine cause death and havoc becoming a thorn to true worship at
Shiloh in the time of Samuel?
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Day 19 | Read Judges 19: 1 —20: 48

The second account concerning a Levite is told in four sections:

First, “the outrage at Gibeah” (19:1 — 28), preparations for war; the Levites call and Israel’s

response(19:29 — 20:11); the war (20:12 -48) and post-war reconstruction (21:1 — 25)

1. How does perversion and the grotesque feature in this section totally corrupt the noble ideal
of hospitality (Judges 19: 1 -28)?

2. What was the response to the rape murder of the Levites’ concubine?

3. How did the civil war unfold when they heard the report of the Levite regarding the awful
crime (20: 12 — 48)?
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Day 20 | Read Judges 21:1 - 25 Rehabilitation of the surviving Benjamites.

1. How did the excessive slaughter of the Benjamites threaten their survival?

2. What solution and what price was paid by the people of Jabesh Gilead (vs 11) and the men
of Shiiloh (v 15 — 23)?

3. How does this final chapter of Judges tell us about the corrupt spiritual and moral condition
of Israel?
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Next month: Acts




