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Introduction
Luke is the author of the book of Acts. He was also the author of its companion work, the Gospel of Luke, which
many theologians consider to be the first of the two volume series of Luke-Acts. Luke-Acts makes up 28% of the New
Testament--more than that written by either Paul or John. Available evidence suggests a writing date that is prior to
A.D. 64-65.The earliest probable date for the book is the two year imprisonment which is recorded in Acts 28:30-31
which would have been around A.D. 60 and 61.
Acts 1:8 is seen as the overview of the entire book. It provides a narrative structure of how the gospel was preached
from Jerusalem (chapters 1-7), to Judea and Samaria (8-10), and to the ends of the earth (11-28). The book ends with
Paul in Rome. “End of the earth”, as far as the structure of the book is concerned can be understood as all over the
known world at that time. However, another viewpoint is that the book is an unfinished work, which subsequent
generations of the Christ’s church, including us now, are completing, until the gospel reaches all nations.
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Day 1 Act 1:1-26 Prologue and preparation for mission
Luke said that the disciples were “eye witnesses” to all that happened to Jesus, His teachings, His
crucifixion, death and His resurrection. He appeared to them, time and again, proving that He was
alive. They witnessed Him being taken to heaven in a cloud.
1. 20 centuries later, how does the account of these “eye-witnesses” give us confidence to know that
our faith is based on facts?
2. Why couldn’t the disciples rushed headlong into fulfilling the Great Commission (Matt:28:18-20)?
How does that apply to us?
3. In verse 8, the disciples were called to be witnesses, how does this call extend to us who are not
literally “eye witnesses™?
4. When the commission in 1:8 is applied to your place of work or where you live, what places could
be substituted for those mentioned?
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Day 2

Acts 2:1-47 The church is born at Pentecost

Pentecost (which means “fiftieth”) was originally a Jewish agricultural holiday celebrating the

harvesting of the grain. In the Old Testament it was known as the Festival of Weeks (Ex 34:22 and

Deut 16:10) because it fell seven weeks after the Passover (hence 50 days and the name Pentecost).

Pentecost also commemorated the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai (again, 50 days after Israel’s

liberation from Egypt at Passover). At the giving of the Law, the people of God became the nation of

Israel. It was 40 days after the resurrection and 10 days after Jesus’ ascension into heaven.

1.  What are the possible connections between the Jewish meaning of Pentecost and what occurred on
the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2?

2. The Holy Spirit came with violent wind and tongues of fire in this account. How else does the
Holy Spirit manifest Himself? (1Kings 19:10-13)? How should we listen to God when we ask for
His guidance?

3. Jews from every nation were in bewilderment because each one heard their own language being
spoken (vv5-6). What is the significance of this in the light of Gen 11:1-9?

4.  All the believers fellowshipped together and had everything in common (v. 44-46). Can this
happen at CPC now? Why/why not?
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Day 3 Acts 3:1-4:31 Mission in Jerusalem and Persecution begins

Jews that became Christians did not reject the Jewish religion, they saw the message of Jesus and His

resurrection as the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. So they still went to the synagogue to

pray. Jews observed 3 prayer times, morning 9:00, afternoon 3 pm and at sunset.

1. The beggar asked for money but Peter gave him something else (better or worse? Some beggars
consider their disabilities an asset for making money!) . When we ask God for help, are we
prepared to for God to give what we really need?

2. According to Peter, what were the two factors that brought about the man’s healing (v. 3:16)?

3. Many people consider the fact that Christianity claims there is no name other than that of Jesus to
call on for salvation (v.4:12) to be narrow-minded and discriminatory. Do you agree? How would
you justify this claim to others?

4. Peter and John faced opposition with the message of Jesus, how did they ‘deal’ with it? (v. 4:23-
31)
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Day 4

Acts 4:32-6:7 Mission in Jerusalem: The struggle from within and without the church

1. The early church was able to share possessions and property due to being united in the Spirit:
“one in heart and mind”. How can CPC become like that?

2. The actions of Joseph (Barnabas) and of Annias & Sapphira were only slightly different, but
the outcome was very different for them. Are there contemporary equivalences in our church
life today?

3. What was Annias and Sapphira’s sin? Was it wrong to keep back some money for themselves?
So what was the motive behind their lie? Was God’s punishment too harsh? Why or why not?

4. Satan is active inside the early church, and outside of it. The apostles were persecuted. 5:17 ff.
Have you been challenged, as the apostles were, who to obey, God or men?

A conflict occurred between the Hellenistic Jews and the Hebraic Jews over food distribution. The two
groups were both Jewish-Christians who either spoke primarily Greek or Hebrew. The first group
tended to be scattered throughout the Mediterranean world and had probably traveled to Jerusalem for
the feasts, experienced the day of Pentecost and stayed on. The second group was probably located
primarily in Palestine.

5. Shouldn’t the early church have been a perfect church, with such powerful leaders and great
fellowship? Are you surprised that there was conflict over material things? Why/why not?
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Day 5 Acts 6:8- 8:3 Mission in Jerusalem: Stephen’s ministry and persecution of the church
1. How does Luke (the author of Acts) describe Stephen? Yet he was elected only as one of the
managers of food distribution (6:1-7).What is the prerequisite of ANY Christian service, be it
washing up, ushering or teaching?
2. Commentators have noted that all of the men that were chosen to manage food distribution had
Greek names. Why was this important to the overall situation and the way this problem was
handled?
3. Does Stephen’s ministry and persecution remind you of anyone else’s ministry and persecution
in Acts? (See 2:22; 4:7; and episodes of persecution and opposition in Acts 3-5)
4. Who does Stephen remind you of in his death? (See Luke 23:34, 46) What does this and the
answer to Q3 tell you about the way Luke wishes to portray Stephen?
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Day 6
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Acts 8:4-40 Mission to Judea, Samaria and beyond

Satan’s attack was continuous; first he disrupted the unity of the church through the dishonesty of
Annaias and Sapphira. Then racial tension between the Grecian and Hebraic Jews. Now persecution
of the young church, starting with Stephen’s martyrdom. With Saul leading the assault against the
church.

1. What happened to the church in Jerusalem as a result of persecution? V.4

2. Who were the Samaritans? (It would be worthwhile to consult a Bible dictionary for this
question. The history of the Samaritans is very interesting and insightful for Acts and the
gospels.)

3. Why did the Jerusalem church send Peter and John to Samaria? (John was one of those who
wanted to call fire down from heaven on a Samaritan village who did not welcome them. Luke
9:51-55)

The Jewish Christians, even some of the apostles, were still unsure whether Gentiles (non-Jews) and
half-Jews could receive the Holy Spirit. In vs 15-17, scholars believe that God chose to have a dramatic
filling of His Spirit to mark the special moment, that of the spread of the Gospel to Samaria. A sign that
uncircumcised Gentile can receive the Holy Spirit. This would be repeated later with Cornrlius (Day 8
readin

V 26. g%ﬂlip was having a successful ministry in Samaria, he responded to the angels prompting to go
to the desert road between Jerusalem and Gaza (look up a map of that period. Samaria is north of
Jerusalem and Gaza is southwest of Jerusalem). Follow God’s leading, sometimes it may feel like a
demotion. The result will prove that God’s way is best. Because of Phillips obedience, the whole of
Ethiopia (Cush) was opened up to the Gospel. The Eunuch was in charge of the treasury; and his
conversion would have brought the Gospel to the power structure of another government.

4. What passage of Scripture was the Ethiopian eunuch reading when Philip approached the
chariot? How was it possible that Philip preached the gospel to this man using only the Old
Testament? (See Luke 24:27)

REAEAT M 8:4-40 ESEMF LR EM A HOBN L. KEASHT;

B O R AR L TR o S 18 0 5 R R R AR BRI S — . SRR AR
A AR R N R W ) R oRBR . BAAE, 1EmliR R TIEBAAG, AR SR p R iR 2L
. (ERAET IR

1 HWxiad, ERERMUA e &8 7 HESRE (48D ?

2. FERRMORMEIN?  GRAFA— TR MR P Z IR . A i N R SRR A R,
LR A AEAT MR 2 A B )

3. HRESHUA Bg At IR AT A MO R 2 (RyEr e b —EFI5E, AR (nHR )
PR KA AR A A ) — (B OISR i A5 . % 9:51-55)

WORHIHRELE, H 2R —E1E, %Tﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁk<#ﬁﬁk>&#ﬁkATT%x%
o ¥R 15-17 BT RORCHE, SRS S LA i T —(REREI Ik 15 S DR RSIE — RS 5 ) IRy
Z): RZBFGHIN LN AT S ﬁ%ﬁlﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%(%8aﬂi)&557m%

JAEMIFESIOR A i ) B IE S TAR B 56 26 FiikS, MhEEAERAEAIAR S, AT HIS B v Bl ado e ] )
R L2 (275 B IR Ml & 530, SRR i A HR B RA AL 7, a7 HI B A0 B DY
FITT) E%L%m%ﬁﬁ% RAFEHZ S, BAERIFRSER BT RINER, AR
BARRIAE GEED B 7 —IEMR S ERELT: IOREARE MRS, Al 5 AR 2 A N 53— (Rl X
HE o

4. EMAEGLE TRy, SRARBAAA R B AE RSB B SC? A an e 56 4 X 88 49 B &8 STt vl
PAIA) e NS AR e (it 24:27) 2




Day 7
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Acts 9:1-31 Paul’s conversion and initial ministry

Saul traveled to Damascus to persecute Christians. Damascus was located about 150miles northeast of
Jerusalem, a Roman province of Syria. It was the nearest important city outside of Palestine, and had a
large Jewish population.

1. What kind of person was Saul prior to his conversion? What motivated Saul to feel he was in
the right in persecuting Christians?

2. How did Paul feel about what he did to the church after his conversion? (See 1 Cor 15:9; 1 Tim
1:15)

3. Are there any modern day Sauls in the world today? In the light of Saul’s conversion
experience, how would you regard them?

4. Paul’s conversion was a dramatic one; most conversions are of a quiet experience. What was
your like? Paul was confronted by the Risen Lord, and he acknowledged Him as Lord,
confessed his sins and surrendered his life to Jesus? Have you?
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Acts : 9:32-11:18 Mission to Judea and Samaria: Conversion of Cornelius

Joppa was an important harbour city, overlooking the Mediterranean Sea . Whilst in Joppa, Paul stayed
in Simon the tanner’s place. Tanners make animal hides into leather. This is significant, because
tanners deal with dead animal carcasses. In Jewish law, they are ‘unclean”. It seems even now, Peter
was breaking down on his prejudices towards those that were not of the same kind and custom.
Caesarea was 32 miles north of Joppa. Largest and most important port city on the Mediterranean in
Palestine. | served as the capital of the Roman province of Judea. It was also the first city to have
gentile Christians and a non Jewish church.

1. What does Peter’s vision mean (See 10:28) (Hint: How do clean and uncleans foods relate to
the relationship between Jews and Gentiles in the New Testament?)

2. Verses 34, 35. Perhaps, the greatest barrier to the spread of the gospel in the first century, was
the Jewish- Gentile conflict? Today, what sort of barriers is keeping us from telling others
about Christ?

3. What is the significance of the Holy Spirit and tongues appearing here in the Cornelius episode
the same way as in Acts 2? (Remember, there it was mostly Jews who were in Jerusalem.)

4. What does it mean that a Jew and a Gentile are now united in one Spirit, one faith one baptism
and one church?
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Day 9
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Acts 11:19-12:25 Mission to Judea and Samaria continued

Persecution has brought the Gospels to Phoenicia (Lebanon today), Cyprus and Antioch in Syria, to the

Jews first, then later the Greeks. Antioch of Syria, was the third largest city in the Roman world after

Rome and Alexandria. Paul later used this city as his home base for his missionary journeys. Believers

were first called Christians or “Christ-ones” because all the believers had in common was Christ, not

race, culture or even language!

1. Vs.19-20. Was the persecution in connection with Stephen a good or bad thing? How does that
illustrate Romans 8:28

2. James, the brother of John, one of the Twelve was beheaded by King Agrippa I. Why was James
allowed to die and Peter saved? What good could there be for James to be allowed to die?

3. Does 12:15 suggest that the community prayed for Peter without expectation that their prayers
would actually be answered? Do you sometimes pray like that?

4. In 12:21-23, are you surprised at God’s punishment of Herod, given that God tolerated seemingly
worse evils that he and his family members had committed over a long time? How would you
explain it?
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Day 10
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Acts 13:1-14:28 Paul and Barnabas’ First Missionary Journey

The gospel was moving into completely Gentile populations — Prior to this, the gospel was preached
primarily to Jews, Samaritans (near-Jews) and God-fearers (Cornelius) who sympathized with Judaism.
From Chapter 13 forward, Luke was more interested in narrating how churches were planted than in
how different groups were converted as before. From Chapters 13-20, Luke wrote about Paul and his
mission.

1. The church “set apart’ (to dedicate for a special purpose) Paul and Barnabas. As Christians,
aren’t we called to be “holy”, set apart for God’s use? Have you set yourself apart for Him?

2. They took the Gospel westward of Antioch, following the communication routes of the Roman
Empire. Cyprus was Barnabas’ home. Do you see any significance of them starting sharing the
gospel in Cyprus?

In 13:13 no reason was given for John Mark leaving the mission. This was a significant event, leading
to Paul refusing to take him on the second journey {see 15:37-38}. Note that Psidian Antioch is a
different place from the Antioch of Syria.

After being expelled from Psidian Antioch, they left for Iconium, Listra and Derbe, provinces
comprising the area of Galatia. Paul and Barnabas wasn’t worried that their message was rejected. As
long as we have presented the gospel faithfully, God does not hold us responsible for the other person’s
decision.

3. 14:21-28 On the way home, they passed through the same towns that expelled them! What
boldness! Why?

4. 15: 1-30 What were some Jewish leaders trying to impose on the Gentile converts? Why?
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Acts 15:1-35 Jerusalem Council

Paul mentioned his mission to Jerusalem in Galatian 2:1-10. He discussed how the controversy
concerning circumcision led to an argument with Peter before they left for the council meeting (Gal
3:11-14). The dispute was probably because Peter did not immediately take a stand against the Jews
from the church in Jerusalem. Peter had the difficult task of working for peace within the Church,
which was founded by Jews but in which the Gentile converts were quickly beginning to outnumber
their Jewish brothers. As a reaction to the threat of being overrun by Gentiles and the fear of losing
Jewish influence in the Church, a number of Jewish Christians began to reject the admittance of
Gentiles into the New Covenant in Christ Jesus unless they first embraced all the Laws and rituals of
the Sinai Covenant, including circumcision.

1. What was the significance of the physical sign of circumcision in God's covenant with
Abraham and with Israel in the Sinai Covenant? See Dt 10:16; 30:6; Lev 26:41; Jer 4:4, 14;
9:24-25 and Rom 2:29.

What three points does Peter make concerning the Gentiles in verses 15:9-10?
In 15:13-21, why does James quote this particular passage? See 2 Sam 7:16; 23:5; Ez 37:20-28.
What are the requirements the Jerusalem Council agrees to be placed on a Gentile who is a
candidate for Christian baptism to separate him/her from a pagan past? Also see the letter in
Acts 15:28-29
5. By what authority does the Council claim to send this letter? What is the future significance?
See verses 22 and 28.
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Day 12

Acts 15:36-16:40 Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
According to Acts 16-18, Paul, Silas and Timothy planted churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea,
Corinth and possibly Athens (17:34).

1. According to Acts 15:36, what was the original purpose and destination for this second trip?

2. According to Acts 16:9-10, what prompted a change in the eventual destination of this trip?

3. Within these two verses, the history of the primitive church changes course. The vision that
Paul sees is that of a man asking for Paul’s help. The word for “help” (boetheo) is used when
someone is in danger and yells for assistance. Is this the perspective that you have with regards
to those who have not heard the gospel? Why or why not?

4. Read Acts 15:36-40. Why would Paul be so stubborn on this issue? (Think back on the first
mission and why it is important to have a team you can rely on.)Whose side are you on (Paul or
Barnabas’) in this portrait of real human conflict? Why?

5. In16:25-32, Paul and Silas could have just walked out of prison after the earthquake, but they
did not. Why? What would you have done?
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Day 13 Acts 17:1-18:22 Paul’s Second Missionary Journey continued

1. v. 17:16 states that Paul’s spirit was “being provoked” when he saw the city full of idols. To
see a city so far removed from the God that he served produced a deep emotional disturbance
in Paul. What things or modern-day idols in your city or nation “provoke” your spirit? What
are you doing about it?

2. Why does Paul not mention Jesus once in his speech to the Athenians? What does Paul say
instead to counteract this absence? What groups or sub-cultures exist in your context that
would require a different approach in order to reach them with the gospel? Why?

The city of Corinth was prosperous based on its strategic location along the commercial routes running
both east and west. This strategic location made Corinth a major metropolis, one which was multi-
cultural, multi-religious, sensual and of course quite wealthy.

3. Read Acts 18:1-3, 18, 26. Describe the work of Priscila and Aquila, a “lay-Christian couple”
with Paul and Apollos. What did they accomplish with both men?

4. Read 18:7-18. How might failures and triumphs such as those describes in this passage affect
your approach to suffering for the gospel’s sake or your approach to sharing the gospel?
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Day 14

Acts 18:23 - 19:40 Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
Paul had actually visited Ephesus once before, on his way home from his second missionary journey
(Acts 18:18-21). We know he did not stay long, but he did promise to return (18:21).
Diana was considered a protector of the city. The temple of Diana was the envy of the ancient world.
Indeed, it was known as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. It was something that Ephesus
held up as bringing honor, prestige and respect to their city. The commercial enterprise of selling items
related to the temple and to the goddess generated a great deal of prosperity for its merchants. When
that income dried up, the silversmiths were understandably angry.
1. What critiques does the gospel make against your (Chinese and/or Australian) culture?
2. Are there examples today of people supporting various religions mainly for private gains?
3. Isit OK for people to be proud of their culture or their country like the Ephesians were of their
beloved Ephesus? To what extent?
4. What activities, attitudes, celebrations or elements in your culture would you say are
incompatible with the gospel?
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Day 15 Acts 20:1-21:14 Paul’s Third Missionary Journey continued
Chapter 20 marks an important transition in Paul’s life: a transition from full time missionary to full
time prisoner. Acts 20:17-38, represents Paul’s farewell speech to the Ephesian elders. In tone, mood
and content, it is a kind of verbal last will and testament from the apostle to the leaders of the church.
1. Why does Paul use the image of the shepherd to talk about the responsibilities of the church
leaders? What does Paul state the elders are to do?
2. What does Paul mean by savage wolves? Who are they and what will they do once Paul is
gone from the scene? Are there such dangers in our church?
3. What elements of Paul’s speech can church leaders today emulate based on Paul’s examples
and on his exhortations to the elders?
4. In 21:10-14, Paul showed his resolution to go to Jerusalem, even knowing that suffering
awaited him there. Who does this account reminds you of?
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Day 16

#16H

Acts 21:15-22:30 To Jerusalem & Trial

1. What do you think of James (a pillar of the church) asking Paul to submit to a ritual that is no
longer valid or needed in the Christian faith? Why do you think he consented, especially in
light of what he writes in Colossians 2:16-20?

2. Some folks who convert to Christianity do so from other religions or non-Christian tradition.
Could one still legitimately practice certain rituals from those faith traditions as Paul did with
Judaism? Explain.

3. 21:27-30. What was Paul accused of and who accused him? (There are at least four charges.)

4, 22:1-22. How does Paul answer his accusers? Why do you suppose he would invoke that
particular event in order to defend himself? At what point did the turn hostile?
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Day 17
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Acts 23:1-35 Prisoner of Christ
1. Paul's accusation that the high priest is a "whitewashed wall" recalls what charge that Jesus
made against the Scribes and Pharisees for their hypocrisy in Matthew chapter 23?
2. In 23:6-10, Paul made use of the discord between the Sadducees and the Pharisees to get out
from a tight spot. Was that wisdom or craftiness?
3. What about Paul’s use of the Roman commander for his protection, given God’s revelation in
v.11? Are there similarities between the two events?
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Day 18
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Acts 24:1-25:12 Prisoner of Christ continued
Paul’s enemies plotted to take his life. The Roman authorities intervened, transferring Paul to Caesarea
and handing him over to Governor Felix so he could stand trial (Acts 23:12-35).
1. 24:1-9. Who are the Jewish leaders present at Paul’s trial before Governor Felix? What is the
significance of having such men of high standing present?
2. What charges does Tertullus present against Paul after flattering the governor in his
introduction? What does Paul say in his defense?
Felix was succeeded by Festus who reopened Paul’s case and wanted to try Paul’s case in Jerusalem (as
a favor to the Jews) (25:9). Paul knew the dangers of going back to where his enemies had plotted for
his life. He then appealed to have his case sent to Cesar himself, in Rome (25:11).
3. What is the reason that Governor Festus gives for bringing Paul before the King?
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Day 19 Acts 25:13-26:32 Prisoner of Christ continued

1. Read Paul’s defense in 26:1-32. Why would Paul share his conversion story as a defense for
his trial?

2. What did Jesus say to Paul during his conversion (26:16-18). NOTE: The other conversion
stories do not have this detail.

3. What can you learn from Paul’s trials that would be a useful example for your Christian faith
and walk?
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Day 20 Acts 27:1-28:31 Mission to Rome
Acts 27 and 28 record Paul’s harrowing journey by boat, his shipwreck on the island of Malta, his
arrival in Rome and one final attempt to convert his Jewish compatriots with the gospel.

1. Read Acts 27:21-26 and vv. 33-36. Paul was a prisoner awaiting trial. He was among the least
credible on the ship, yet he was the one who gave directions and encouragement. How do you
explain that? Is there an application of this truth in your daily life?

2. Read Acts 28:1-10. For the inhabitants of Malta, the natural world and the spiritual world were
inextricably linked. Is this view wrong? What was the Maltese‘s error?

3. How do you integrate the spiritual world with the material world in your daily life (e.g. explain
various occurrences in physical or spiritual terms)?

Are you too rational in your faith such that you leave very little space for miracles? Explain.
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